Topic 03 – Taxonomy & The Botanical Code
Fall 2008
I. Scientific Names


A. The age of exploration & the need for scientific names


B. The need for scientific names today


C. Species Plantarum (1753) & the binomial

II. The Taxonomic Hierarchy


A. Ranks & the taxonomic hierarchy


B. The International Code of Botanical Nomenclature


C. Standardized suffixes that indicate rank


D. Exceptions to standard suffixes

III. Generic Names


A. Minimum requirements


B. Gender

IV. Specific Epithets


A. Gender


B. How to write


C. Descriptive epithets (plant vs. geography)


D. Honorary epithets

V. Authorship

VI. Subspecies, varieties, cultivated varieties or cultivars

VII. Not 5, but 6 Main Principles of the ICBN


A. Independence from the zoological code


B. Nomenclatural types


C. Priority of publication


D. One correct name


E. Taxon names are treated as Latin


F. Rules are retroactive

VIII. Legitimate Names & Valid Publication


A. Proper construction and original


B. Clear indication of rank


C. Holotype


D. Latin description or diagnosis


E. Effective publication

*************************************

Reading: 

Plant  nomenclature. Pp. 38-54 in Plant Systematics, 2nd ed. Jones, SB, and Luchsinger, AE. McGraw-Hill, Inc. New York.

